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Question: From that which is known, our Shaykh, is that when the son of Adam dies, 
his actions cease except three. From them: Knowledge that is benefitted from. We find 
some of the commoners who desire good entering into the field of knowledge; teaching 
knowledge-based lessons, however, they do not have knowledge. Perhaps they cause 
more harm than they benefit. They argue that they want to leave behind knowledge 
that is benefitted from after their death. Is there any advice for these people and what is 
your view regarding this action? 
 
Answer: This action is not correct. The knowledge which will benefit the person is 
beneficial correct knowledge, from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger 

 As for that which has no basis, this is not knowledge. Rather, it is harmful, and it is .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

corruption of the mind. A person should not seek something which is not his field. We 
do not say that every teacher will be rewarded. Rather, perhaps a teacher will be 
punished. Such as he who teachers the people Bid’ah; or he teaches them sufism, or he 
teaches the Christianity, or he teaches them magic or charlatanism. Do we say that this 
teacher will be rewarded and that his knowledge is benefited from and is ongoing 
charity after his death? No! The knowledge that benefits is that which is from the Book 

of Allah, the Sunnah of the Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, in the correct manner. As for the commoner 

who does not know anything, yet he wants to benefit the people while being ignorant, 
this person will not be rewarded. Rather, he will be punished. The person must beware 
of saying something to the people which is not from the affairs of correct knowledge. As 
for the knowledge that benefits the person after his death, it is the knowledge 
predicated upon the evidence from the Book and the Sunnah with the understanding of 
the pious predecessors. Let the person seek knowledge. Once he acquires knowledge 
then let him teach, in order that his knowledge will benefit him after his death. As for 
he who wants to benefit from knowledge, yet he has not knocked upon its door, and he 
does not know the knowledge which is beneficial from that which is harmful, it is not 
permissible for this person to seek something which is not his affair. 
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